
Additional Resources

Columbus Public Health
columbus.gov/lead

614-645-8191

US EPA’s Safe Drinking Water Hotline 
epa.gov/safewater/lead

800-426-4791

Testing
epa.ohio.gov/static/Portals/28/documents/

epa.ohio.gov/monitor-pollution/

pollution-issues/learn-about-lead

NSF International
NSF.org

800-673-8010

AWWA - Drinktap
Drinktap.org

Ohio Department of Health

Exposure to lead can be harmful. A build-up of 

children and pregnant women.

Your doctor can perform a blood test to 

exposed to lead. Columbus Public Health’s 

lead testing and medical follow-up services for 
children in Columbus and Worthington.

Call 614-724-6000 or visit 

columbus.gov/publichealth/

programs/

For residents outside of Columbus 

visit

local-health-districts

water treatment devices have limitations and 
require periodic maintenance and replacement. 

remove lead from drinking water. If using a 

for “Drinking Water Treatment Units - Health 
Effects” for the removal of lead.

to no effect on lead reduction.

WANT TO LEARN MORE?

columbus.gov/leadandwater 

leadsafelines@columbus.gov 

614-645-6725

Fall 2024

Reducing
Exposure to 



line has been replaced. Homes built prior to 

commercial products.

Common sources of lead exposure include:

•

•

prior to 2014.

•
and cosmetics.

There is no detectable lead in:

• The water pulled from the reservoirs and wells 

•

•

As water sits in household plumbing over long 

Water line breaks and repairs in areas with lead 

in Your Water

the following actions to reduce possible lead 
exposure in drinking water:

• If water has not been used for several 

seconds to 3 minutes before using it for 

leached from plumbing.

•

will not reduce lead.

•

The U.S. EPA action level for lead in water is 

were below 1.3 ppb.

Columbus continues to be in compliance with all 
state and federal requirements on lead in drinking 

How does Columbus Treat 

add zinc orthophosphate to the treated water. 
The treatment process makes the water less 
corrosive and creates a coating in the pipes to 
serve as a barrier. This prevents conditions that 
can cause lead to leach into the water.

are tested to ensure that the corrosion protection 

columbus.gov/Water-CCR

or call the lead safe hotline at 

614-645-6725

drinktap.org or 

epa.gov/safewater/lead

the water service line at 
our interactive map.

Call 614-645-7691 to request a paper 

exposure in drinking water is 

to 3 minutes or until the water 
temperature changes if it hasn’t 
been used for 6 hours or more.
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